AGNES SOREL

Find out from the Prefect of Tours what this monument
is that they want to put up to Agnes Sorel. It seems to me
most unsuitable. If I remember aright, Agnes Sorel was a
king's mistress, and has little title to fame except the poem
La Pucelle. Write to the Prefect and tell him that I am not
going to allow any such monument. . . .

[CORRESP., xvi, 13207. Thibault, Count of Champagne, became King
of Navarre in 1234. Agnes Sorel was Charles VII's mistress, aad plays
a large part in Voltaire's La Pucelh.]

PORTUGAL

TO  CHARLES IV, KING OF SPAIN

FONTAINEBLEAU, October 12, 1807.

AT a moment when Holland, the various states of the
Confederation of the Rhine, Your Majesty, the Emperpr of
Russia, and I are united in an attempt to exclude the English
from the continent, and to exact aft possible vengeance for
the crime that they have just committed against Denmark,
Portugal offers the spectacle of a power that has been in the
English pay for sixteen years. In Lisbon England has
possessed an inexhaustible spring of wealth, and a constant
resource, both as a port of call, and as a base for naval expedi-
tions. It is time that Porto and Lisbon were closed against
her. I calculate that before November ist the army under
General Junot's command will be at Burgos, along with
Your Majesty's army, and that we shall be in a position to
occupy Lisbon and Portugal in force. I will arrange with
Your Majesty to dispose of this country in whatever way is
convenient to you: in any case it shall be placed under your
suzerainty, as you appear to desire. We cannot secure peace
except by isolating England from the continent, and by
shutting every European port against her commerce. I count
on Your Majesty's energetic co-operation in this particular;
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